Parry, James

From: Katie Miller <Katie.Miller@kentdowns.org.uk>
Sent: 05 May 2020 15:19

To: Planning

Subject: 20/0257/FH Brockhill Country Park

Thank you for consulting the AONB Unit on the above application.

The Kent Downs AONB Unit is currently experiencing unprecedented levels of major planning related work
and is therefore unable to provide a detailed response on the application. This does not indicate that the
AONB Unit considers the proposal would not impact on the statutory purposes of AONB designation and it
is the responsibility of the Council to decide whether the application meets legislative and policy
requirements in respect of AONBs.

The local planning authority has a legal duty to take account of the purposes of AONB designation in
determining the application i.e. the conservation and enhancement of the area’s natural beauty. In addition
to consideration of the proposal against the local authority’s development plan, account should be taken of
paragraph 172 of the NPPF and the policies and objectives of the Kent Downs AONB Management Plan,
Second Revision. The Management Plan is adopted by all the local authorities in Kent as their policy for
the management of the AONB and for the carrying out of their functions in relation to it. The national
Planning Policy Guidance, revised July 2019, confirms that AONB Management Plans can be a material
consideration in assessing planning applications.

The application proposes the installation of 12 new signs within the car park and along the entrance to the
Country Park. The design and number of signs are considered inappropriate for this rural location, within
the nationally protected AONB, introducing standard metal signs that would be more appropriate in an
urban area. The proposal fails to respond to local rural character and local distinctiveness and does not
meet the key test of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the Kent Downs AONB. We would
advocate the use of a lesser number of smaller signs, which better reflect local character and sense of
place, such as the existing timber sign at the entrance to the Country Park.

| would be happy to discuss further if this would be helpful.

Kind regards

Katie Miller MRTPI
Planning Manager

I work part time, Monday to Wednesday. Due to coronavirus-Covid 19 restrictions, | am currently
working from home. Please contact me by email.

Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Unit
West Barn, Penstock Hall Farm, Canterbury Road, East Brabourne, Ashford, Kent, TN25 5LL

Katie.miller@kentdowns.org.uk http://www.kentdowns.org.uk
Tel: 01303 815170

Please note | work part-time, usually Monday to Wednesday
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Enhancing landscapes and life in the Kent Downs



