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Mountain bikes trail
The application is for a mountain/bmx bike trail to be sited alongside the academy football pitch.

The trail would be used by both primary and secondary pupils in supervised sessions covering PE lessons, Lunchtime clubs, After school clubs and Saturday mornings clubs.

We regularly have 50+ pupils riding to school and we believe this will increase.  Benefits for the pupils are not limited to a fitness opportunities, the trail will provide a safe controlled environment to build confidence and life skills.

Mountain biking is an Olympic event this facility would provide an entry level area for users to fine tune their skill.

Design concept
The 480m length trail design is split into 2 loops with an easy transition between them.

Track design includes a pump track section and a free flowing area with straights, multiple corners, jumps and obstacles.  

The makeup of the track will Type 1 stone for the top surface, with a permeable membrane laid to minimise any regrowth and maintenance required in future.  The type 1 stone will be compacted in two layers with the top layer being sealed with an industrial wacker plate which will virtually minimise any movement of stone or dust from petal bike usage.

We are also proposing a cycle shed for storage and bike repairs and maintenance.

Noise and dust concerns
We anticipate there will be minimal noise from the bike wheels on the track, pedal bikes are not known to be loud, a noise irritant, or cause for complaint and in most circumstances pedestrians are not aware of a bike passing until they are within 5 meters.

The link below is a significantly larger track with more extreme features, however in terms of construction material it demonstrates the sound the petal bikes will generated and dusk created on a compacted stone base.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Usu8gTR50Ck

The proposed site is on a slope immediately adjacent to the school’s football and athletic track where PE lessons take place through the day and afterschool fixtures are played which does create noise in the form of pupil and staff voices at a normal and louder levels when enjoyment and excitement occurs.  Team games can create more noise as communication between individuals playing is required over a further distances and this is vital to the lessons provided in working as a team.  

The bike trail (10 meters) will be closer to local residents that the sports pitch (40 meters) and users communicating will be easier to be heard as sound travels less distance.  Despite the distance it is anticipated that the bike track will generate less noise than the field as biking is an individual activity and communication between riders is limited to when they have stopped riding. 

We do not believe the noise will be at any more than the level that will be is currently generated by school activities, we do acknowledge concerns residents may have and to mitigate any potential increase in noise as part of the project we will plant holly trees along the boundary of the school fence line, leaving a 2 meter gap between the schools and residents fence line.  Holly tress are known to be an excellent noise reducing tree and will increase the natural wildlife for the area.  A plan of the proposed planting has been provided.

Proposed contactors
The proposed contractor will have a minimum of 10 years of experience completing over 100+ pump tracks in the UK up to Olympic level standards.

The winning contractor will be required to provide annual maintenance to ensure the facility continues to be health and safety compliant and aesthetically as designed.

Pre planning
Pre planning was received well as the land is currently unusable playing fields.
Sports England support the application which can be demonstrated with the email.

Funding
Funding has been received up to the value of £125k for this project or which Turner School reserves will top to £25k, to bring the total cost up to £150k.

